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Modernity is a historical phenomenon whose effects and consequences have
appeared in all aspects of human life. This emerging phenomenon was a
contribution from Western civilization and society to the world, which in most
societies affected traditional society with exemplary power and showed its real
power. Sociological criticism is one of the methods of criticizing and studying
literary works, in which the content of the work and its relationship with society
are examined. This criticism uses the theories of thinkers such as Lukacs,
Goldman, Giddens, etc. Despite the fact that Giddens believes in the soft
durability of traditional society against the onslaught of modernity, the famous
Egyptian novelist Naguib Mahfouz, in his novel "The Day of the Assassination of
the Leader", speaks of conditions in Egyptian society in which modernity has
reached a significant degree of stability and durability in most institutions of
society. The aim of this research is to examine the manifestations of modernity in
the story in this novel by Naguib Mahfouz from a sociological perspective using a
descriptive-analytical method. The results of this study show that the Egyptian
society depicted in this novel has completely surrendered to modernity in terms of
society, politics, and economics, and the only place where no visible effect of
modernity can be seen is Egyptian culture (beliefs). In this novel, all the
characters in the story, except for the father of the tyrant Suleiman Mubarak,
believe in the religious and ideological concepts of traditional Egyptian society,
and no character can be found in the story who systematically attacks traditional
beliefs and beliefs, criticizes them, and replaces them with modern beliefs.

Cite this article: Aghaei, M.; Nazari, H. (2025). Sociological Criticism of the Manifestations of Modernity in the Novel
"The Day of the Assassination of the Leader"by Najib Mahfouz Based on Giddens' Theory. Comparative
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Introduction

Modernity in Europe started from the Renaissance period and was proven with the political
revolutions of the West, philosophical enlightenment and significant scientific discoveries in various
fields, which seriously changed and transformed the face of human life.

Copernicus's revolutionary theory about the centrality of the sun, the emergence of the steam industry,
the development of physics by the likes of Newton, Freud's theory about the conscious and
unconscious of man, Charles Darwin's theory of evolution and the political revolutions of the western
world all joined hands to rob the heavens of holiness and They gave the city to man and created an era
that is interpreted as modernity.

However, modernity in eastern societies, including Iran and Arab societies like Egypt, went through a
special and sometimes similar process, which, like Europe, started from the criticism of social
disorders and superstitions, and its scope extended to the institution of religion and politics. Egypt, as
the bearer of modernity among Arab societies, touched the modernity with the attack of Napoleon
Bonaparte, and this confrontation with modernity showed its works in various fields such as literature,
politics, society, etc., and easily in the style of writing texts, the popularity and concern of literary
works and the emergence of new literary genres in Egyptian society such as plays and novels led to the
imitation of Western society.

The literature of a nation is the expressive language of that nation, which is responsible for expressing
and explaining their conditions, and by examining the literary works of a society, one can understand
its social conditions, whether at the time the work was written, or after and before that. Sociology of
literature is an interdisciplinary study that uses the findings of literature and sociology and examines
literary works according to the theories of sociologists.

This research seeks to answer the following questions with a sociological reading:
1. What effects of modernity did the author of the story deal with in the work?
2. Which of the sections and institutions of the society in the novel are most affected by modernity?

3. To what extent has modernity influenced the society in the novel?

Methodology

The present study seeks to discover and explain the topic and the research problem based on the
descriptive-analytical method and examines the said story from a sociological perspective relying on
the theories of Anthony Giddens. In this research, the dimensions and effects of modernity have been
investigated in four sectors: culture(beliefs), society, economy and politics. The collection of
information and research data has also been done through library sources and reliable websites.

Results and Discussion

Modernity was the era when mankind overcame its fears of natural disasters and its unknowns,
removed superstitions from science, launched revolutions for its rights and freedom, and tore its chains
of slavery from both the church and the agricultural fields. Voting rights and equality became their
vital rights. The separation of religion from the state, aversion to religion, the formation of the state of
nations, democracy and democracy, emphasis on instrumental reason and the demand for individual
freedoms were prominent features of the modern era.

There are disagreements about the starting point of modernity developments, in such a way that some
thinkers believe that it started in the 15th century and the conquest of Istanbul by the Ottoman Sultan
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Muhammad Fatih, and some say that the beginning of these developments is in the late 19th century
and early 20th century.

According to Giddens, the way of living in the modern world is more defined by two images, which
Giddens does not consider both of them to be a perfect image, and he discusses another image called
"uncontrollable wheel" which is like an uncontrollable machine that has great power and man is able
to ride. It is to take from it, but any of it may be out of human control.

Modernity brought many positive and negative consequences for human society. Abuse of these
consequences left destructive and destructive effects on human societies. The occurrence of the first
and second world wars, countless killings, destruction, displacement of people, etc. are the results of
the misuse of this phenomenon.

This story is an epic, social, economic, political and psychological story in which the author has
depicted the concerns of the contemporary young generation in the form of the characters of Alwan
Fawaz Mohtashmi and Rande Suleiman.

Conclusion

In this novel, Mahfouz talks about the conditions in the Egyptian society that modernity has reached a
significant degree of proof and durability in most of the society's institutions, and our analysis also
shows that the Egyptian society in the novel is completely committed to modernity in terms of society,
politics and economy and the only place where you can't see a visible effect of modernity is the
Egyptian culture (beliefs).



