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Abstract

The ambiguous (mutashabihat) verses of the Holy Qur’an have long
constituted one of the central challenges in Qur’anic hermeneutics, since
their misinterpretation may lead to serious theological deviations such as
anthropomorphism (tashbih), corporealism (tajsim), fatalism (jabr), or
absolute delegation (tafwid). The Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
offered a comprehensive and systematic interpretive methodology,
grounded in both rational and textual principles, for engaging with these
verses. Drawing on a descriptive-analytical approach and ShiT hadith
sources, this article demonstrates that the Ahl al-Bayt’s interpretive
method in dealing with mutashabihat can be organized around two main
axes: a negative approach, which critiques and rejects erroneous
interpretations, and a positive approach, which proposes solutions
derived from the Qur’an itself, sound reason, and Arabic linguistic and
literary principles. The findings suggest that this method not only
resolves apparent contradictions among verses but also establishes a
clear criterion for distinguishing authentic interpretation from baseless
speculation. Moreover, this model offers a coherent scholarly response to
contemporary doubts and challenges in Qur’anic exegesis and may serve
as a practical guide for interpreters and researchers confronting current
theological and hermeneutical issues.
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