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Abstract

Among exegetical narrations are reports that identify particular instances
or applications of Qur’anic verses. Muslim exegetes have approached such
narrations in different ways. Whether these reports should be excluded
because of their case-specific nature or incorporated into the interpretive
process remains a fundamental issue in understanding the revealed text.
This article seeks to clarify the place and function of instance-based
narrations in the interpretation of Qur’anic verses and to propose an
appropriate method for engaging with reports that may appear to conflict
with one another. Examining exegetes’ views on several selected verses
provides a practical illustration of the status and interpretive significance
of these narrations. In addition, considering instance-based statements
alongside other interpretive principles and approaches in Qur’anic
exegesis reveals another dimension of the significance of case-oriented
hadiths. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the study concludes that
instance-based narrations contribute to the interpretation of the relevant
Qur’anic passages in several ways: by extending the temporal scope of the
verses, broadening their semantic range, permitting multiple readings,
reflecting the polysemy of certain Qur’anic words and expressions, and
delineating a multilayered contextual framework. Moreover, articulating
a comprehensive and inclusive interpretation offers a means of reconciling
instance-based narrations that appear to be in tension.
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