Biannual Journal of Researchin the
Interpretation of Quran
Year \ Yth Y £thconsecutive
Autumn & Winter ¥+ Y1
Pages Y+ \-YYY

DOI: V. ¥Y ¢4/quran. Y Y1, ¥VEYV, V00,
Original Article

Comparative Analysis of Shi‘i Narrative Interpretations on the
Issue of the Causes of Revelation”

Ali Ghaffarzadeh™
Mahdi Pichan™”"

Abstract

A close examination of Shi‘i narrational exegesis reveals that, like other
Quranic commentators, the authors of these works exercised ijtihad in
interpreting the Quran. Their exegetical judgments, shaped by diverse
theological and intellectual contexts, are reflected in their selection,
organization, and presentation of transmitted narrations. This study
comparatively analyzes six major Shi‘i narrational commentaries—Tafsir
al-Qummi, Tafsir al-‘Ayyashi, Tafsir Furat al-Kafi, Al-Burhan by al-
Bahrani, Al-Safi by Fayd al-Kashani, and Nar al-Thagalayn by al-
Huwayzi—to examine their treatment of reports concerning the occasions
of revelation (ashab al-nuzal). Employing a descriptive-analytical and
comparative approach, the study identifies significant differences in both
the selection and interpretation of these reports. The most notable
distinctions appear in Tafsir al-Qummi, which includes narrations that
appear incompatible with the doctrine of prophetic infallibility, and in Al-
Burhan, whose author extensively employs asbab al-nuzil reports to
criticize the opponents of the Ahl al-Bayt. A common feature underlying
these approaches is the broad acceptance of interpretive narrations despite
variations in their reliability. The findings further indicate that the
development of Shi‘i theology, particularly the transition from the pre-
rationalist period to the rationalist Baghdad school, significantly influenced
al-QummT’s exegetical methodology. Likewise, al-Bahrant’s reliance on
sources such as Ta’'wil al-Ayat al-Zahirah, Rawdat al-Wa‘izin, and Al-
Hidayah al-Kubra accounts for many of the distinctive features of his
treatment of asbab al-nuzal reports.
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