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Abstract

Tafsir al-Burhan fi Tafsir al-Quran is one of the principal Imami
tradition-based (riwai) Quranic commentaries, distinguished by its
extensive use of narrations interpretinP ur’anic verses in relation to the
Imamate and the opponents of the Ahl'al-Bayt (a). This study examines
the relationship between wilayah-based tawil and the authority of the
apparent (zahir) meanin%of the Qurian in thiscommentary. Specifically,
it investigates whether the extensive use of jary (ongoing applicability)
and tatbiq (referential application) preserves the apparent meaning of the
text or contributes to its displacement. Employing a descriptive—analytical
method with a critical approach, the study analyzes tawil-related
narrations concerning the Imamate and the opponents of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) in Sarat al-Bagarah. These narrations are examined across three
interpretive levels: the apparent meaning (zazhir), the esoteric meaning
(batin), and referential application (tatiq al-misdaqg). The findings
demonstrate that the relationship between ta Wil and the apparent meaning
is neither fixed nor uniform. Although al-Bahraniexplicitly maintains that
tawil complements rather than replaces the apparent meaning, his
exegetical practice occasionally diverges from this principle. In several
cases, the broad application of jary and tathiq, together with the conflation
of distinct interpretive levels, allows tatil to overshadow the apparent
meaning of the text. The study concludes that while wilayah-based ta il
is theoretically compatible with the authority of the apparent meaning,
some applications extend beyond its legitimate interpretive boundaries.

Keywords: Authority of the Apparent Meaning; Jary and Tatbiq; Siirat al-
Bagarah; Ta’wil; Tafsir al-Burhan
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