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Social Recognition with an Emphasis on Its Semantic
Contrasts in the Holy Qur’an
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Abstract

One of the important sociological issues in the Holy Quran is the
analysis and examination of the characteristics and behaviors of various
social groups. One of these social groups is the "oppressed”, whose
existence in any era has led to numerous Quranic verses addressing the
causes of their emergence, the factors contributing to their formation,
their types and characteristics, and the strategies for overcoming this
social ~ condition. Based on the semantic analysis of this term,
synonymous words associated with the "oppressed" include "the

Istressed, the afflicted, the weak, the defeated, and the humiliated.” The
most significant antonyms of "oppression™ include "arrogance, affluence,
the elite, injustice, tyranny, hubris, wealth, transgression, deviation, and
rebellion." According to these semantic oppositions, it becomes evident
that three social groups, namely "the arrogant, the elite, and the affluent,”
are the main causes of the formation of this social class, and they subject
even those who possess actual and potential power to oppression, placing
them in dire straits. Oppressive factors are sometimes directly generated
by "the arrogant” through the perpetration of injustice, murder, and
massacres, and sometimes indirectly by "the elite and the affluent in
covert and non-explicit forms. This study employs a descriptive and
analytical approach to examine the verses related to oppression and
explores the semantic implications of the term "oppression™ along with
its synonymous and antonymous words. It investigates the
manifestations of the opﬁressed, the factors and consequences of
oppression, the types and characteristics of opposing social currents, and
the path to liberation from oppression. Through the analysis of certain
components of this semantic opposition, it provides a clear picture of the
term "oppressed" and its social dimensions.
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