Biannual Journal of Research in the
Interpretation of Quran
Year 10™, 22" consecutive
Autumn 2024 & Winter 2025
Pages 69-108

DOI: 10.22049/quran.2025.30500.1468
Original Article

Dividing the Holy Quran into 555 Theﬁnatic Units (ruku')
and their Functions

Mohsen Rajabi qodsi™ »
Mohammad ali lesani fesharaki

Abstract

The term "Quranic bowings" refers to an ancient categorization within
the Quran, accompanied by ongoing debates regarding its number,
purpose, classification, and execution timing. Some scholars believe it
originated with Tabi'i commentators, while others think it first emerged
in the fourth century AH. Four notable figures include Ibn Mehran al-
Nishaburi, lji al-Shirazi, and scholars from Bukhara. Contemporary
studies indicate that the Quran comprises 555 ruku's, also known as
"thematic units of the Quran." This descriptive-analytical research
concludes that the Quran was primarily revealed in stages, with few
exceptions. The Holy Prophet utilized the prayer context to engrave this
knowledge within the populace's hearts. After reciting each unit, he
would perform a bow, allowing those unfamiliar with the verses to listen
attentively and those familiar to reinforce their understanding. Each
thematic unit became known as a "bow down." Interpreters, educators,
reciters, and memorizers of the Quran can benefit from this insightful
division when engaged in reflection, teaching, recitation, and
memorization, ensuring purposeful, organized, and effective endeavors.
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